
Responsibilities for Head Lice Control 

Health Office Staff 

 Screening of students sent to health office displaying symptoms of head lice. 
 Screening will be done on an individual basis for students reporting or demonstrating 

symptoms (ie. Lice visible in hair, scratching at scalp).  Current evidence does not 
support the efficacy and cost effectiveness of classroom or school wide screening for 
decreasing the incidence of head lice among school children (Centers for Disease 
Control, 2007; American Academy of Pediatrics, 2010) 

 The health office has educational materials about lice available for the student, staff 
and parents.  There is also information available on the district website. 

 The RN will provide health teaching to students, staff and parents regarding 
prevention, detection and treatment of lice as needed. 

Teaching Staff 

 Survey the classroom environment regularly for students displaying signs of lice or items 
in the classroom that could be contributing to the spread of lice. 

 Send students to the health office for inspection by the health office staff if lice is visible 
or there is scratching of the scalp. 

 At all times, schools are encouraged to discontinue fabric-covered items, ie pillows, 
blankets used by more than one child.  Teachers may request storage bags to 
separate items.  Teachers and assistants should not allow piling of coats. 

Requirements for Readmission to School 

 Student must bring proof of treatment or statement verifying treatment signed by the 
parent/guardian. 

 It is preferred that the parent accompany the student to school with this statement of 
treatment. 

 If the student has been treated and provides proof of treatment, the student may be 
readmitted to school. 

 If live lice are found at re-check, the RN should be contacted to assess the adequacy 
of treatment and counsel the family before sending the student home.  The student 
may remain in school if only nits are found unless otherwise recommended by the 
health office staff. 
 
 


